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A FEW WORDS 



TO 



THOSE WHO FOKGET GOD. 



** The wicked shal] be turned into hell, and all the 
nations that forget God." — Ps. ix. 17. 

How many, while led by their sense of 
justice to sanction unhesitatingly the 
first statement, have positively refused to 
credit the not less important truth con- 
tained in the last clause of the verse ! It 
is to enforce this solemn truth that these 
few lines are written. 
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Reader, if you are one of those who 
are keeping their religion for Sabbaths 
and saints' days, ftmerals and sickness, 
and perchance morning and evening de- 
votion ; when they allow it in the latter 
for a few minutes, or in the former for a 
few hours, to see the light and then dis- 
miss it again to its dark hiding-place, to 
wither disregarded, till some special day 
or special occasion calls for its reappear- 
ance: the Lord will bring against yow 
the charge, "You have forgotten me days 
without number." 

The grand principle of the world is, 
that religion is very well in its place. 
Reader, if this be your maxim, what is 
the place you so generously accord to 
religion ? Is it tlie first place ? Does 
it occupy and engage your head's best 
affections ? And the amount of religion 
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you do possess (so small that it does not 
exempt you from the charge oi forgetting 
God), is this even the result of a convic- 
tion of its intrinsic value ? or is it merely 
the effect of your feeling that, as a matter 
of policy, it is well to own God in certain 
circumstances, while you rejoice in the 
power of forgetting Him in " the daily 
round, the common task " ? There are 
thousands who shrink from avowing the 
sentiment, and yet virtually express the 
feelings, which prompted the wretched 
infidel to say, "that if there were no 
God, man in his wisdom would do well 
to invent one." The rich man pays cer- 
tain attentions to ordinances, and supports 
a certain amount of religion, from feelings 
of policy. He thinks it a fine specific 
for the woes of the labouring man, also 
valuable as calculated to kee^ the \iiaiaxssfc 
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of society nicely poised. The poor man 
reflects on the time and opportunities 
afforded to the rich, and contents himself 
with stating how differently he would 
act were he placed in other circum- 
stances. In their motives they are op- 
posed, in their conclusions they are 
unanimous. They agree that it is more 
for their individual comfort, to drive God 
out of their thoughts and counsels. 

Rich and poor men, if you are uncon- 
verted, you have yet to learn, that the 
fault, though sought for in your circum" 
stances^ can only be found in yourselves. 
You are fast approaching the land of for- 
getfulness as to these petty distinctions, 
these mere conventionalisms. If you will 
not " Remember your Creator," you will 
discover, when too late, that riches can 
purchase no clemency, poverty can excite 
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no pity, in the courts of heaven. Then 
will awful threatenings be fulfilled, such 
as Jer. xiii. 24, 25: " Therefore will I 
scatter them as the stul;ble that passeth 
away by the wind of the wilderness. 
This is thy lot, the portion of thy mea- 
sures fix)m me, saith the Lord; because 
thou hast forgotten me, and trusted in 
falsehood." 

Those who hold the essentially worldly 
maxim, that religion is very well in its 
place, affirm that, in certain parties and 
circumstances, the introduction of reli- 
gion is out of place. We admit that it is 
so; but does this prove that you are 
right in mixing with the party and join- 
ing in the conversation? What a per- 
version of judgment to suppose that is 
the opinion fairly deducible from the 
fact ! What can more clearly shew your 
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sad condition? Believe it — though the 
eyes of your understanding may be so 
blinded that you cannot recognise the 
truth — believe it as the testimony of 
those " whose eyes are opened," that this 
is the strongest evidence of the unlawfiil- 
ness of your situation and conversation. 

Your seeking for pleasure in any so- 
ciety where religion or religious topics 
are uncongenial, is a proof that you wish 
io forget God. 

Sad and startling as the fact is, \o for- 
get God is the avowed intention and aim 
of hundreds. All who forget Him shall 
be turned into hell. Reader, hell may 
begin, and frequently does begin, upon 
earth ; many a man carries about a hell 
in his own heart ! The covering of for- 
getfulness may be forcibly torn fi-om you. 
While men succeed for a time in drag- 
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ging their consciences, and deadening 
tlieir memories, when reminded by them 
of the God they are offending, they may 
enjoy a certain kind of pleasure. Bel- 
shazzar for a season succeeded in over- 
powering, by unholy mirth and unseemly 
riot, all recollection of his condition as 
a created being, and consequently owing 
allegiance to his Creator. But in one 
moment the finger of God made that 
proud monarch tremble — " The king saw 
the part of the hand that wrote; then 
the king's countenance was changed, and 
his thoughts troubled him, so that the 
joints of his loins were loosed, and 
his knees smote one against another." 
Reader, you also may banish thoughts 
of death, and madly sit at ease on the 
very brink of hell. In one moment your 
false peace, ovcrtm*ned by Him you have 
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lived to forget, shall leave you con- 
vinced of your danger, but unconverted, 
to tremble in anticipation of the expec- 
tant grave, and the coming fearful day of 
wrath, when the " handwriting of ordi- 
nances," which is against you, shall con- 
sign you, with the consent of all created 
intelligences, to endless woe. 

The question may be asked. What 
amount of recollection of God is to de- 
termine the character of men ? Man is 
not a competent judge; his feelings by 
nature receive so strong a bias in op- 
position to truth, that he may not look 
exclusively to his sense of right to de- 
termine any question. The Bible, the 
expression of God's will, is the only true 
standard. But we do not hesitate to 
aflSrm that, in almost every case, men do 
not often act up to the knowledge their 
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feeble perceptions give them respecting 
right and wrong. The same principle 
which leads men to refuse to attend to 
the demands of conscience, causes them 
to shrink from any test calculated to dis- 
close to them the real state of their affec- 
tions. Yet the very existence of such a 
principle loudly proclaims their danger. 
However garbled and mystified the truth 
is, and may be in the present day, it 
simply resolves itself into the fact, that 
men do not like to retain God in their 
knowledge. Tell an unconverted man 
of a spot to which, foregoing half his 
present blessings, he could resort, and 
feel surely God, the God of the Bible, 
is not in this place, and he would eagerly 
hail the information as good news. There 
are some who would indignantly repudi- 
ate the idea, and state triumphantly t\xsN.l 
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they rejoice in the belief that a beneficent 
being rules the universe. We would 
ask such, Do you rejoice in the belief that 
He hates sin, not only in the abstract, 
but as it daily appears in your life ? All 
is not devotion which looks devotional — 
that is not true love which prompts a 
finely-tuned mind to rejoice in nature's 
beauties, nature's melodies, or nature's 
grandeur, and then with suppressed emo- 
tion to gaze around for a vent, and find 
one which he imagines satisfies his long- 
ings, as he thinks on " the Great First 
Cause." How many have been thus de- 
ceived ! how many have mistaken mere 
natural emotion for genuine love ! We 
must know God in Christ ; for G^d apart 
firom Christ, the only avenue through 
which we can approach Him ^^ accept- 
ably)" is always a forgotten Gt)d. To 
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take a case in nature's groanings, it 
might be clearly shewn, that man's mo- 
mentary effusions of love to the Deity 
are merely the effect of pleasurable con- 
current circumstances on a mind prepared 
to receive and rejoice in such emotions. 
The same feelings would be, and are, ex- 
cited in the contemplation of some of 
life's poetry in the happy home circle; but 
let the picture be reversed ; let the scene 
contemplated be one of life's fiercest 
storms ; let the father be bereaved of his 
children — the babe torn firom its mother 
— the broken-hearted widow unable to 
support her fatherless children — and 
what are the feelings of the looker-on? 
what the effect produced by the heart- 
rending scene? Verily, the mistaken 
man turns with a feeling of utter distaste 
from the Being who, he imagjxifc^^ '\jo\l- 



14 A FEW WORDS TO THOSE 

Ungly suffers a groaning multitude to 
exist amongst His numerous fair works. 
The unconverted man who rejoices most 
in nature's harmony, and connects it 
with nature's God, is the very man who 
will have the hardest thoughts of his 
Maker; when his heart is out of tune 
from thus being compelled to listen to 
the voice of weeping, the voice of dis- 
satisfied and unsatisfying creation. 

The great truth which men resolutely 
refase to admit is, that God is a present 
God ; they cannot get free from this 
knowledge, which, while it only shackles 
them, ought to rank first in their bless- 
ings. 

A God afar of is the acknowledged 
and worshipped God of the man of this 
world. A God a^ haiid is the chosen 
and avowed object of the believer's love ; 
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the truth in which he delights is, " In 
Him we live, and move, and have our 
being :" the real Christian has not a 
thought which he wishes to hide from 
his Heavenly Father ; be it even one of 
sin, with whom can he so safely trust it 
as with the God of love ? 

To forget God, implies to the believer, 
a sad, perhaps tacit, but still positive 
farewell to peace, comfort, and joy ; to be 
where God is forgotten, conveys to his 
mind such an idea of misery and ^^ dark- 
ness that may be felt," that he would 
rather undergo any amount of suffer- 
ing or sorrow in preference, for he knows 
that fellowship with the Father, and 
happiness, are synonymous ; while for- 
getfulness of God, and misery, are in- 
separable. 

There would necessarily seem to exist 
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a close connexion between the Creator 
and the created; the present state of 
alienation (however accustomed man, in 
his fallen, degraded state, may be to the 
fact) is most unnatural. We are too 
apt to suppose that union is the mystery; 
we forget that it is the fruit, the un- 
marred and natural fruit of the relative 
positions of man and his Maker. But 
this can now only be said of God and 
man in the abstract ; experience pain- 
ftdly teaches us that rebellion and fofget- 
fulness have taken the place of love and 
union. The created transgressed the law 
of their Creator, and sin entered, not in 
a mild form, so as merely to weaken 
the subsisting bond, but with such fear- 
ful force as to burst it asunder. God 
and man may be again united, but never 
on the same grounds. Sinless perfection 
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is abandoned by the first transgression 
for ever ; and nothing else can satisfy 
the requirements of his God. Substitu- 
tion is impossible with man in reference 
to his fellow-man, for the deep-seated 
ruin is also wide spread. Every de- 
scendant of Adam, possessed of intelli- 
gence, employs it in sin. " None can 
by any means redeem his brother, nor 
give to God a ransom for liim : that he 
should still live for ever, and not see 
corruption ;" but salvation is brought by 
One mighty to save. " The Lord saw 
that there was no man, and wondered 
that there was no intercessor : therefore 
his own arm brought salvation unto 
him 5 and his righteousness, it sustained 
him." 

As a substitute, infinite goodness 
alone could satisfy infinite justice, for 

B 2 
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infinite power aJone could bear infiiiite 
displeasure. Since Jesus is become the 
^^ surety ^^ of those who will trust Him^ 
rounds of peace and love may again be 
transmitted through this channel from 
heaven to earth. " Glory to God in the 
higliest ! " Oh ! ye redeemed onesr, 
swell the joyfiil strain with the musical 
notes of thanksgiving. " It is a joyful 
thing to sing praises unto the Lord." 

The breach sin made has been re- 
paired by Jesus J the "chief comer-stone," 
and here God and man may meet, dmwn 
together by the bands of infinite love. 
" Glory to God in the highest," for 
the mercy which has provided a green 
spot in the waste howling wilderness, 
where union^ the closest, the most indis- 
soluble, may again be displayed in eter- 
nal beauty. 
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Perception of truth may be crippled, 
but the truth remains, that the existing 
state of things is unnatural. Men for- 
getting their Creator ; flying from their 
Maker ; revolting from the government of 
their rightful Sovereign, From whence, 
then, the present disorganization? to what 
attributable ? — Sin. The entrance of sin, 
while it solves one mystery, gives birth 
to another. But when the question is 
asked. Why was it permitted, for sin is a 
blot, and imperfection is unintelligible? 
let the questioners beware of speaking 
where God maintains a strict silence, of 
being wise above that which is written, 
of prying into " the secret things." The 
pride of human intellect will often cause 
the possessor to inquire into many of the 
hidden truths, while, on the other hand, 
sanctioning total forgetfulness of God and 
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godliness. The child of God, in every 
difficulty, can fall back on the assurance, 
tliat what he knows not now he shall 
know hereafter ; and he is content to trust 
his reconciled Father and Friend, and to 
wait. But the poor child of this world, 
the forgetter of God, habitually banishes 
from his mind thoughts of peace ; and 
when he cannot solve difficulties, the 
God who promises wisdom, whom he in- 
sults by forgetfiilness, is still forgotten ; 
and the great enemy, suiting his tempta- 
tion to the disposition of his victim, pro- 
poses various wild theories, which, if the 
wretched man were in his right mind, 
would appear in their true light, as 
making darkness doubly dark — or he 
counsels him to take refage in scepticism. 
The restraining grace of the Holy Spirit 
once removed, the sinner will no longer bo 
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able to discern between good and eviL 
His " foolish heart darkened," he will fol- 
low all manner of sin with greediness. 

National criminality will be charged 
home upon individual responsibility. 
Man will be punished, not only for his 
sin as he stands alone before God, 
but for his sin as he takes his place 
among, influences, and afiects others, 
by his feelings and opinions. " The 
fountain" of his heart unchanged, the 
streams are polluted, consequently all 
who come in contact with him suffer. It 
is impossible for his existence to be ne- 
gative in its results. Every created soul 
is a mighty engine for good or evil. 

The intercourse of mind with mind, 
and the influence resulting from it, is 
derived from actions, words, and senti- 
ments, which appear, unless very claaei^ 
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analyzed, so devoid of interest or weight 
as to be immaterial. The ultimate end in 
view is frequently »the only object which 
gives colour or weight to them. If that 
end be the glory of God, the most mi- 
nute circumstances tend towards it. The 
fountain of the heart has been changed 
by the same grace which devised the 
method, and blessed the means, for allay- 
ing the bitterness of the waters in the 
wilderness of Sliur. When and where 
that grace effects a cure, it is done ac- 
cording to the will of God, through the 
right purchased by the blood-shedding 
of His only begotten Son. The three 
persons of the Trinity are engaged in 
the glorious work of restoration, and the 
sinner's safety is bound up in the unity 
of the Trinity. " Whosoever is bom of 
God doth not commit sin ; for his seed 
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remaineth in him, and he cannot sin, 
because he is bom of God " (1 John iii. 9) . 
" So can no fountain both yield salt 
water and fresh" (James iii. 12). This 
truth, so comforting to the believer, forms 
the very acme of the unconverted man's 
tfTiappropriated, but not inappropriate, or 
less certain possession of misery. The 
fountain of his heart unchanged^ he yields, 
he can yield, nothing but ^^ salt water ;" 
every stream is necessarily polluted, and 
this is just the truth so clearly set forth 
in the 13th Article of our Chmxh : — 

" Of Works before Justification, — Works 
done before the grace of Christ, and 
the inspiration of His Spirit, are not 
pleasant to God, forasmuch as they 
spring not of faith in Jesus Christ, 
neither do they make men meet to re- 
ceive grace, or (as the school-autkora 
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say) deserve grace of eongniity; yea 
rather, for that they are not done as God 
hath willed and commanded them to be 
done, we doubt not but they have the 
nature of sin." 

The very extremity of misery in hell 
will be in the recriminations which the 
lost spirits will hurl against one another. 
If it were not for this, admission might 
be found for one of the gentler feelings 
of our nature, viz. — sympathy. But then 
the enlarged capacities given for suflFer- 
ing (supposing that suffering not only 
to be corporeal, but mental) will enable 
the sinner to grasp sin, both in its be- 
ginnings and in its fearful strides towards 
completion. " Sin, when it is finished, 
bringeth forth death." Then every link 
in the chain of influence will be clearly 
recognised. Every thoughtless word of 
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^ companion, every eflfort to make God 
a forgotten God, will be remembered; 
and sympathy — will it, can it, under 
such circumstances, find a place ? Yes, 
it may ! but not such a one as the sin- 
ner in his fond imaginings supposes. 
Sympathetic feeling there will be, not 
for the alleviation of suffering, but 
for its fearful increase, in the awftd 
determination which will animate all 
in hell,, to visit their own sufferings 
upon those who forwarded their destruc- 
tion. 

The sinner's sin in its consequences is 
not even confined to his own generation. 
Sin is fearfully prolific ! In judging of 
sin, we must not only consider what it 
doesj what evil it actually perpetrates, 
but what it leaves undone, what a 
mighty engine for good is destroyed,^ 

C 
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and what extensive fields of usefulness 
are left uncultivated. 

If we go back to Adam, we see the 
fearful principle in its fullest develop- 
ment. Take other data, and we find 
the same principle, only differing in ex- 
tent, according to the more limited term 
of years afforded for its ruinous working. 
So in reference to every individual. And 
will not this be remembered in hell's eter- 
nity ? Is not revenge the devil's war- 
cry ? Say, ye slaves of Satan, Who is 
the hard master? — sin's advocate, or 
the Author of that law of holiness which 
you despise, because unacquainted with 
it ? The Christian, though condemned 
by the law, loves it as his " schoolmaster," 
who " brings him to Christ," where he 
receives pardon, not as a mere matter of 
clemency, but as an act of justice, for 
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God is " just, wliile the justifier of them 
that believe in Jesus." 

Holiness. — It leads us back to the con- 
sideration of the double criminality at- 
tached to sin. The good left undone. Ho- 
liness, blessed be G od, is also a cumula- 
tive principle. Witness the blessed conse- 
quences of Abraham's faith, or, centuries 
after, the glorious streams that flowed from 
that marvellously changed fountain, which 
once in Saul's heart yielded such bitter 
waters, that the Christians of Damascus 
were about to fall victims to its overflow- 
ings. Look now at a Christian, reflect- 
ing somewhat of the brightness of the 
Sun of Righteousness, " in the midst of 
a crooked and perverse generation. ' ' Others 
seeing the light, and rejoicing in its 
cheering influences, are led to glorify His 
Father which is in heaven. Again, the 
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distributive work is carried on; the seed 
sown springs up, and, multiplied an 
hundred fold, it is scattered fiuf and 
wide, to spring up again, under the 
genial influence of the bright beams pro- 
ceeding from " the Light of Life," and 
under the careful guardianship of Him 
who has promised, " I, the Lord, do keep 
it; I will water it every moment : lest any- 
hurt it, I will keep it night and day." 

Reader, we bid you contemplate a child 
of God ; and let your mind's eye stretch 
forward into faturity. Go through the 
generations that may be bom and 
paJss away before the " final restitu- 
tion of all things." Consider how 
the light, implanted in that man's 
soul, will not only never be extin- 
guished within him as an individual 
temple, but probably, according to the 
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economy of grace, will n^ver be put out 
when he, individually, is called hence. 
That is, each sinner will, at least, be the 
means of converting one sinner, and so 
on, to the end of time. Now, glance for- 
ward into eternity; see those redeemed 
ones before the throne, rejoicing for ever. 
Try to grasp by this sketch the extent 
of good you might do, and the fearfid 
guilt you incur by the fountain of your 
heart being unchanged, and your leav- 
ing it imdone. But to see sin in its true 
light, you must appreciate in some de- 
gree the perfection of God's character 
and attributes. 

There are two ways in which you 
may learn to invest sin with its true 
character " as an evil and a bitter thing: " 
either by this view of God, or by parti- 
cipating in hell's torments. " Canst 
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thou by searcldng find out Grod ? Canst 
thou find out the Almighty unto perfec- 
tion? It is as high as heaven; what 
canst thou do? deeper than hell; what 
canst thou know ? The measure thereof 
is longer than the earth, and broader 
than the sea" (Job xi. 7, 8, 9), Oh, 
why " grope in the dark without light" ? 
Why not " come to the light," that your 
" deeds may be reproved " ? Why not ask 
for that wisdom so liberally promised, 
and so liberally given to all that seek it ? 
Reader, if you do not obtain this wis- 
dom, "there is no daysman betwixt" 
you and a righteously offended God, 
who, standing in the breach, can "lay 
his hand upon you both," and turn away 
His Father's anger fi-om you ; but " your 
eyes shall fail, and you shall not escape, 
and your hope shall be as the giving up 
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of the ghost." You are now in " a land 
of darkness, as darkness itself, and of 
the shadow of death, without any order, 
and where the light is as darkness." Mo- 
rality assumes the garb of religion ; your 
approbation of a moral code and a mer- 
ciful God, that of love towards Him. 
Tour courteous observance of society's 
rules, that of love to your neighbour. 

" Smooth good breeding, supplemental grace, 
With lean performance, apes the«.work of love." 

Your determination not to be outdone 
by your neighbour, that of charity. Alas I 
that your eyes should be so blinded as 
not to discover the counterfeit ! 

Grod may be forgotten amidst the most 
rigorous attention to forms and cere- 
monies. Indeed, in some instances, they 
help to banish God from the individual's 
mind who considers himself a worship- 
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per. The Saviour's reproof to the wo- 
man of Samaria is applicable to such, 
^^ Ye worship ye know not what." 

When forms and ceremonies are un- 
duly exalted, and the sinner is taken up 
with admiring his perfect mode of wor- 
ship, God is excluded and forgotten. 
The very channels through which grace 
might flow are effectually stopped up by 
the sinner's ignorance. 

In ^^ the perilous times" of the present 
day, it is well that the truth be incul- 
cated and received. Whited sepulchres 
are more numerous than ever. Satan 
now shapes his course as " an angel of 
light." " Let there be religion," is his 
advice. " Let there be an acknowledg- 
ment of God, let all acknowledge Him." 
But how ? " By delighting in the many 
innocent gratifications which He has pro- 
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vided." This is his wily answer! and 
the people are deluded into the supposi- 
tion that the Creator is magnified, when, 
in point of fact, the creature and the 
created have taken his place. 

" Acknowledge God, and do so by 
l)eing cheerful and happy," Praise Him, 
yea, " He dwells not in temples made 
with hands." *^ Praise Him in and among 
His fair works^ so let all the people praise 
Him." 

Ah! reader, listen not to Satan's 
sophistry! he has an able advocate, a 
staunch friend in your desperately wicked 
and deceitful heart. You know (or you 
might know if you would calmly reflect) 
that in the midst of much to enchant and 
please the senses, the mere animal ex- 
citement before alluded to would be 
produced, and a G od invented b^ ^ W^^i^^ 
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imagination and a perverted understand- 
ing, would be worshipped. Hear the 
words of the only true God, " Thou 
thoughtest that I was altogether such an 
one as thyself; but I will reprove thee. 

Now, consider this, ye that 

forget God, lest I tear you in pieces, and 
there be none to deliver" (Ps. 1. 21, 22), 

Expediency is the devil's masterpiece, 
the very beginning and end of his He. 
It was the expediency of eating of the 
tree, which he offered as a bait to our 
first parents. Eat of it — " your eyes 
shall be opened, ye shall be as gods." 
But mark the different manner in which 
the devil commenced his plan of attack 
to that which he now pursues, — Then^ 
by an insinuation, " Hath God said?" 

Nearly six thousand years have passed 
since that fearfiil hour, when " by one 
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man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin ;" and the world has be- 
come more daring ; the degenerated race 
of mankind is still degenerating ; earth 
and her inhabitants have taken a still 
lower place in the scale of morality and 
religion , and the arch-fiend who feels the 
pulse of popular feeling knows it ; he will 
not go too far lest he should disgust, and 
he is sure of his ground when he throws 
off the mask, and no longer causes his 
slaves to doubt concerning the command, 
but sets them up in decided opposition to 
it. The Bible declares that " the damna- 
tion" of those who say, " Let us do evil 
that good may come ! " " is just." Satan 
seeks to hide " the just recompence of 
reward" from the eyes of his victims; 
and suggests, that in the nineteenth cen- 
tury it would argue a want of common 
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sense to endeavour rigorously to observe 
such laws. " Vain knowledge " is 
stamped on every measure advocated by 
the admirers of expediency, whether it 
refer to spiritual or moral cultivation. 
God, in His spotless purity and glorious 
holiness, is forgotten where the devil's 
axiom, " The end justifies the means," is 
admitted. The sun is excluded from 
the system; let man estimate, if he can, 
the fearM confusion which must follow! 

Reader, are you an advocate of the 
principle? Will you dare to urge it as an 
excuse before " the great white throne"? 
If not, stand no longer on such shifting 
ground ; it is composed of quicksands ! 
" the blast of the breath of Jehovah's 
nostrils" shall scatter them; and nothing 
will be left between you and hell ! 

Oh ! miserable men, who shut up the 
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Bible, or refuse to credit its assertions, 
and abandon themselves to Satan's dark- 
ening rule. The Bible ! intended by its 
Author to be " a lamp to their feet, and 
a light to their path I " Yet, ye poor, 
blinded ones, ye are within the 8ound of 
Gospel invitations. Jesus is " a light to 
lighten the Gentiles ;" " the Lord openeth 
the eyes of the blind." Cry out with 
blind Bartimeus, "Jesus, thou Son of 
David, have mercy upon me I" His 
blindness is but a faint type of your 
miserable state; but this need not dis- 
courage you if you are groaning under a 
sense of darkness ; your state, however 
sad and dreadftd, cannot exhaust the 
Saviour's love, or the Saviour's power. 
If you aubmit yourself to Him, you are 
safe. The Holy Spirit will remove the 
partition wall which now effectually shuts 
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out the beams of the Sun of Kighteons- 
ness, preventing you from discovering by 
the glorious contrast your own benighted 
condition. Are you oppressed by doubts, 
groping about in darkness, into which 
you have been " led captive by Satan at 
his will," and of which you are saying, 
" Would to God it were removed " ? 
Though He be as yet an ^^urJcnown 
God," erect an altar to Him in your 
heart ; determine conscientiously to act 
up to the ray of light given, which just 
enables you to perceive that you are 
wandering on the dark mountains of sin 
and ignorance, and you will not be left 
to perish ; the great Life-giver will sum- 
mon you, by the word of His power, to 
come up from the graves and the tombs 
in which you have dwelt in " the dark 
and cloudy day." 
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But there are many who doggedly de- 
termine to forget God, and take their 
chance. 

Beader ! if this be your sad determi- 
nation, first answer one question, and 
iJien with renewed and fatal impetuosity 
madly rush on, if you will, in spite of 
mercies, in spite of invitation, in spite of 
arguments, in spite of threats, to Hell ; 
" The lowest depth, a lower deep" only 
to be found in yom* own unregenerate 
heart. 

If the Bible was not written by Di- 
vine inspiration, by whom was it writ- 
ten, — ^by good or bad men ? 

Bad men would not have invented for 
themselves as liars a lake which bumeth 
with brimstone and fire. Good men would 
never have attempted to palm on the 
world a number of lies. 
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Setting aside the more abstruse, and 
perhaps more positive evidence of the 
truth of the Bible, answer, if you can^ 
this indirect yet most powerful testimony I 
Does it sign your death-warrant? Does 
it consign you to « the wonn that dieth 
not, and the fire that is not quenched" ? 

Nay, poor sinner, it opens a door of 
escape; you are not in greater danger 
because you are aware of it ; you are not 
in less danger because you see it not. 

The flash of light discovering to you 
the darkness of a heart at enmity with 
God may be followed by mighty thun- 
derings, an awful sense of a broken law ; 
but both may only precede " showers of 
blessings." 

The Son of Grod holds out your par- 
don, signed and sealed with His life's 
blood; only accept it, and then, your 
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feet set upon a "rock/' that "Rock, 
Christ," your reconciled Father will 
order your goings, and you will rejoice 
evermore in having found that which 
alone can reconcile you to yourself, your 
life, your circumstances. God commands 
you now to "Repent and believe :" you 
have no right to say, " I am powerless." 
In the determination to " obey," the 
grace will be conveyed. You have no 
right to say, " Perhaps I am not one of 
the elect, therefore I must perish." Have 
you read the book of life? You have no 
opportunity of judging how election^ the 
truth of God's word, will bear on your- 
self or on the multitude, except so far as 
you judge of yourself or others by their 
" fruits." If you sit at ease, if you con- 
tinue to forget God, and plead as an 

excuse your ignorance as to who are 

d2 
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the "chosen" ones, you axe lending 
all your influence to prove that you are 
not an "heir of God, and a joint-heir 
with Christ." 

Up and be doing! You know not 
whether to-day's Kght may not be to you 
the boundary of time : but you do know 
that they that forget G6d shall be turned 
into Hell. " No longer live the rest of 
your time in the flesh to the lusts of 
men, but to the will of God. For the 
time past of your life may suffice you to 
have wrought the will of the Gentiles." 

Continue in your present state of care- 
less or determined forgetftdness, and 
when death approaches, or when the 
trumpet sounds, and the Lord " ariseth 
to shake terribly the earth," when " the 
Mighty One of Israel" declares, "Ah I 
I will ease me of mine adversaries, and 
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avenge me of mine enemies I " where 
will you appeax ? 

" It is a fearftil thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God," without a Sa- 
viour, for "He is a consuming fire" to 
aQ who, infected by the plague-spot of 
sin, have not sought the " balm in 
Gilead," have not found the Physician 
there. 

"The name of the Lord is a strong 
tower ; the righteous runneth into it, and 
is saie." Hia name is called Jesus, for 
He saves His people ^ow their sins. 

Beader! are you prepared to admit 
the Lord Jesus to reign in your heart 
supremely ? Are you prepared to say, 
with Ephraim, " What have I to do any 
more with idols?" and to cast away 
each and all to the bats and to the moles ? 
H!ave you submitted yourself, by the 
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teaching of the Holy Spirit, to Him that 
judgeth righteously? Have you deter- 
mined that the God, once habitually for- 
gotten, shall now be acknowledged in 
every action of your life ? If so, rejoice 
greatly, for the Lord hath put away your 
sins ; and you may even now, believing 
in Jesus^ " enter into rest," and your 
soul, made by the Lord's goodness like 
unto a watered garden, shall receive its 
daily supplies, even " showers of bless- 
ings," from " bright clouds." Beader ! 
if you belong not to this class, and go on 
in your present course of folly — ^if you 
forget God in your mercies, and forget 
Him in your sorrows — the time will 
come when in anguish you will inquire^ 
" Hath God forgotten to be gracious ? 
Is His mercy clean gone for ever?" 
And^ oh ! how bitterly will you mourn 
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over your ruined prospects, as you listen 
in vain for some answer to comfort you 
in your first hour of unutterable woe ! 
God is a just Grod. He will condemn 
you without mercy then^ if you slight 
His mercy now. God's mercy has been 
displayed in the gift of His only begot- 
ten Son, that "whosoever believeth on 
Him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life." No sinner unpardoned on 
earth will be pardoned in heaven. Be- 
lieve in Jesus — take Him as your all- 
sufficient Saviour, and you will be happy, 
even in life's most deeply clouded mo- 
ments. Refuse to believe, and you seal 
your own doom, for He who spake as 
never man spake, hath said, " He that 
rejecteth me, rejecteth Him that sent 
me." God's anger is terrible ; His 
wrath is. fierce; His judgments are un- 
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alterable ; His punishments are eternal, 
infinite, and immeasurable. ^' You have 
sown the wind, you shall reap the whirl- 
wind." " Shall not the day of the Lord 
be (to you) darkness and not light? — 
even very dark, and no brightness in it ! 
Miserable sinners, your " fiujes shall 
gather blackness," never again to be 
dispelled by the light of heaven, by the 
rays of " the day-spring from on high." 
" The sun shall be turned into darkness, 
and the moon into blood, before the great 
and terrible day of the Lord come," and 
" the stars shall withdraw their shining." 
^^ The Lord also shall roar out of Zion, 
and utter His voice from Jerusalem; 
and the heavens and the earth shall 
shake ; but the Lord will be the hope of 
His people, and the strength of the 
children of Israel." Reader I are you no 
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longer an " alien to the commonwealth of 
Israel, a stranger to the covenant of pro- 
mise"? then you, "by patient continuance 
in well-doing, seek for glory, honour, 
and immortality ; " and, " in that day 
when God shall judge the secrets of men 
by Jesus Christ," and "render unto 
every man according to his deeds," you 
shall receive " a crown of glory." 

For the present, " fear lest a promise 
being left you," "you should seem to 
come short of it." " Beware, lest thou 
forget," at any time, in any place, " the 
Lord that brought thee forth" "out of 
darkness and the shadow of death, and 
brake your bands in sunder." Be more 
zealous, more humble, more holy, more 
heavenly-minded ; having heard the glad 
tidings of salvation, having received faith 
to profit by the Word preached, now go 
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forth, and as it is jour bounden duty and 
glorious privilege, in its double and ex- 
tensive signification, say, Come — come^ 
to the sinner : " come, and take of the 
waters of life freely ! " Come to the 
Saviour: "Come, Lord Jesus;" "O 
that Thou wouldst rend the heavens; 
that Thou wouldst come down ! " And 
He will come quickly. The waiting, 
watching, praying Church of Christ is 
asking, each revolving year, more and 
more anxiously, " Why tarry His chariot 
wheels?" 

The gloom of the night of separation 
and sorrow is deepening; soon it will 
have reached its darkest moment, and 
then the " day-star, the bright and morn- 
ing star," will appear to gladden the 
hearts of the redeemed for ever ! 

No uncertainty shall blight that joy ; 
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earth only mist shall dim that sunshine ; 
no sin shall shade those holy pleasures ; 
— all shall be sure^ " transparent," sin- 
less. 

Reader, may you and I meet there! If 
you have hitherto been a " forgetter of 
God," now admit Him into your heart, 
and we shall meet. If you are a fellow- 
pilgrim to Zion, yet, let not these words 
written — these words read — ^be in vain 
to either of us. Let them be the means 
of stirring us up so to live, that when we 
do meet in Canaan, we may be nearer 
Jesus, the centre, the object of the sin- 
ner's love and attraction. 
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